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Monday 18th May, 2026 
 

Y1 PHONICS SCREENING CHECK 

Dear Parents,  

As part of the Year 1 curriculum, all children in England take part in the Phonics Screening Check. 
This is a short, statutory assessment that helps teachers understand how well children are 
developing their phonics and early reading skills. 

The check will take place during the week beginning Monday 8th June. Your child will complete the 
check individually with a familiar adult in a calm and supportive environment. The assessment is 
designed to be low-pressure and usually takes around 5–10 minutes. 

During the check, children are asked to read 40 words aloud. These include both real words and 
“alien” or made-up words. The made-up words help us to assess whether children can apply their 
phonics knowledge to decode unfamiliar words independently. 

At school, we teach phonics through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme. The 
children take part in daily phonics lessons and are already familiar with the format and style of 
reading used in the screening check. 

You can support your child at home by: 

• Reading regularly with them and encouraging them to sound out unfamiliar words 
• Revisiting the phonics sounds and tricky words sent home 
• Encouraging blending of sounds to read words smoothly 
• Keeping reading enjoyable, positive and relaxed 
• Practising both real and made-up words to build confidence in decoding skills 

Most importantly, please reassure your child that this is simply an opportunity to show what they 
already know and there is no need to worry. 

Thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions about the Phonics Screening Check 
or how to support your child at home, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Miss D Buckley  
 
Miss D Buckley  
Deputy Headteacher  
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